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Title
Meaning of Disability: A Comparison Between Two groups of Persons with Long-term Spinal Cord Injuries and
Short-term.

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the differences between two groups of subjects in terms of their meaning of
disability. One group comprised long-term subjects, 10 males who had sustained spinal cord injuries more than 15
years ago. The other comprised short-term subjects, 14 males who had sustained spinal cord injuries less than 7 years
ago. The author conducted semi structured interview twice about their post injury life with each subject. As a result,
there was a difference between the two groups. First, the meaning was complicated with regard to various aspects.
Second, the long-term subjects were apt to tell their positive aspect of life in comparison with assumed non injury life.
Third, the meaning of post injury life had changed for the long-term subjects. Fourth, the some short-term subjects
told that the disabled and able-bodied did not differ from each other. Finally as they sustained injury for longer time,
they discovered a new positive meaning, various aspects of one positive meaning, while they met with new
disadvantage.
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